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Performance Notes

Tribute of Honor commemorates a welcome homecoming for storied travelers, complete
with grand processionals and retelling of tales. Developing musicians will continue
to develop strong fundamentals in tone production and rhythm while also exploring
greater variety in bowing techniques and dynamic range, all centered in the key of G.
Each section also has a role in melody and harmony, giving each instrument a chance
for the spotlight. This inspirational work is not only a grand opener for any concert, but
also ceremonies and public events (think graduation!).

About the Composer

Cooper Ford is a music educator, composer, and conductor. He began learning the violin
and trumpet at a young age in the school music program in his hometown of Chatham,
New Jersey. During that time, he was encouraged by his teachers to explore his interest
in composition, culminating in the performance of one of his string orchestra pieces,
"Ballad and Inferno," during his senior year of high school. Since then, he has continued
to write for a variety of ensembles, focusing on string and full orchestra. He is a winner
of the ASTA/NJ Composer Competition with "Scenes from an Unwritten Tale," which was
performed by Sinfonia from The New Jersey Youth Symphony.

Cooper received his Bachelor of Music in Music Education from The College of New Jersey
and Master of Music in Music Education from the University of Florida. He is currently
the Orchestra Director at North Brunswick Township High School in-North Brunswick,
New Jersey, where he also teaches classes in Music Production. Previously, he was on the
conducting staff of the New Jersey Youth Symphony, working primarily with students in
grades 5-7. He is a member of the American String Teachers Association (ASTA) and the
National Association for Music Education (NAfME).
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